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expense of the inhabitants. However reprehensible this may
sound morally, it actually worked out to the advantage of
Ladak, for the institutions of the country were not tampered
with through over-zeal, and the officials did not spend precious
money upon " progressive developments." In circumstances
where a district of intact culture happens to fall under the
government of an Occidentalized suzerain, the best one can
wish for it, is that it should be treated with indifference and
be preserved from the conscientious and active, but unim-
aginative, functionary. However, in our year, the office of
Wazir had at last been entrusted to a sympathetic and en-
lightened official, a Hindu of the name of Rao Rattan Singh,
who was doiftg much for the country in really useful directions,
such as extending the plantations of trees so as to shade new
sources of water. That is the greatest material service that can
be rendered in a desert country, and has from time immemorial
been held to confer special merit on the man who undertakes
it. Everyone to whom we spoke paid an enthusiastic tribute
to the integrity and justice of the present Wazir and contrasted
Mm with his self-seeking predecessors, To us he was always
most kind and encouraging, and took a great interest in all our
doings.